110                      MODERN   TRAVANCORE
Rules for the area allotted to the Association was drawn up by Government in consultation with the Association and brought into force from the 16th August, 1937, i. e. from the Malabar official year 1112. The Association's bye-laws were also accepted and approved by Government As a token of the confidence of Government a few members of the Association were invested with certain powers relating to the seizure of property liable to confiscation, arrest of offenders, and other matters relating to the decision as to the number, size, etc. of animals of any species which can be shot under a license, or to close the shooting of any species for any period. The Travancore Government have also constituted the Committee of the Peermade Game Association as the Licensing Authority to issue licenses, to cancel or .suspend them, and credit to their funds the proceeds of the fees for licenses, etc., The Association may now be said to have been placed on a sound and permanent footing. The working of the Association has been placed in the hands of sportsmen who have lived for a considerable number of years among the wild animals of the State, have had plenty of time and opportunities to study them and may, therefore, be considered as the best authority on the whole subject of Game Preservation generally. The Government act on the well known maxim that the licensed sportsman is the best friend of Game Preservation, because he shoots only old animals which are useless for breeding or any other purpose, He shoots only a limited number under dictates of his own inclination as a sportsman and of the Game laws which he respects. His interest in Game induces him to act as an unpaid auxiliar'staff to the authorities in patrolling out of the way places and preventing poaching. The last, but not the least important point, is- that he is a source of considerable revenue to Government as well as to the Game Association in the shape of license fees for shooting or fishing and for the import of arnis and